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doctrine, and is afterward questioned by the savages,
who propound their doubts to him; and the father
also questions them about what he has propounded.

1683.

At last, all the monsters of hell, being powerless
to do more, made a last effort in the month of august;
and, joining at midnight with a whirlwind, blew
down the chapel —a fall remarkable in all its circum-
stances. All the articles of sacred furniture were
preserved whole, except five crosses, which were
broken. The statue of the Blessed Virgin, which
was at an elevation of eleven feet, was simply
overturned. There were three Jesuit fathers in the
chapel,—one below, who was ringing the bell, and
two above the chapel. All three were saved by a
sort of miracle. The one who was below was saved,
and carried away from the place where he was,—
where a great hole was made by the beams, which
broke in their fall the joists on which he was kneel-
ing. He found himself in a place of safety,— with-
out fear, without wound, praying and kissing the
relics which he wore about his neck. Another of
the fathers leaped into the air with the rafters, which
formed a sort of cage for him. The last of the three
fathers also fell, but was much hurt. He neverthe-
less extricated himself from beneath the ruins, and
soon recovered. All three, without having commu-
nicated their devotions to one another, had gone to
pray at Catherine’s tomb in the evening, before
going to bed; and one had said the mass of the Holy
Trinity, in order to thank God for the favors that he
had granted Catherine during her life. The poor
savages were much afflicted at the loss of their
chapel, saying that God was driving them from the



